The role of ion acceleration up to energies of hundreds of keV in the exterior cusp has been a topic of recent scientific discussion; however the energetic electron populations, also frequently present in the cusp, has received less attention.  Properties of the electron population within the cusp are studied and compared with the expected characteristics of several proposed sources to weigh the role each plays in populating this region.  The role of pitch angle scattering in the cusp’s turbulent magnetic field is also modeled to determine the significance of the observed pitch angle distributions.   From the observations, it is likely that local acceleration is the primary source of the energetic electrons in the exterior cusp during the selected events that will be prevented.
